recorded in gustatory cortex resemble spike and wave oscillations characteristic of absence seizures but are not absence seizures, then what are they? Fontanini and Katz (2005) favor the idea that the rhythm represents an "idling" state and propose that absence seizures represent a condition of protracted and extreme disengagement.
oscillations, like spindles, are associated with bursting of thalamic neurons (Fanselow et al. 2001 ) and may represent an attractor state for thalamo-cortical networks in the absence of focused attention. At the macroscopic level, a particular neuronal network may generate similar patterns even if the underlying contribution by the network cell's intrinsic and synaptic properties are quite diverse (Prinz et al. 2004) . While it is possible that there is no particular functional meaning to the rhythm beyond idling, it seems more reasonable that perhaps bursting of thalamo-cortical neurons during oscillations represents a self-maintenance or homeostatic phase of cortical networks so that they are ready when sensory processing is actively needed. In hippocampal networks, quiet immobility is also associated with periods of high-frequency oscillations (termed hippocampal "ripples") (Buzsáki et al. 1992 ) that resemble epileptiform events but that are normal network phenomena (Bragin et al. 1999) . Hippocampal ripples may play a very important role in synaptic plasticity and the transfer of hippocampal memory signals to the cortical mantle (Buzsáki 1996) . Interestingly, it has recently been shown that hippocampal ripples and sleep-spindles in the somatosensory cortex are highly correlated events (Sirota et al. 2003) likely reflecting temporal windows with a high degree of hippocampal-neocortical intercommunication. It would thus be interesting to know the potential relationship between the gustatory rhythm and hippocampal oscillatory activities.
